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your community, and you can serve your
country. Do not settle for mediocrity. Accept
no excuses. Set high goals and raise them
again and keep raising the standards. That
is the task of leadership, and we trust you
to take it on.

The success of these reforms also depends
on parents. To be a mom or a dad is to be
your child’s first and most important teacher.
So under this new law, parents will have the
information they need to do what is best for
their children. Parents will have access to an
annual report card on school performance.
And they’ll have access to statewide results.
They will know the qualifications of the
teachers and their children’s achievements in
key subjects. If schools persistently fail their
children, parents will have more options: a
better public school, a charter school, or a
tutor.

In return, we expect that parents will use
this information. Parents need to pay atten-
tion to school performance. They should in-
sist on results, and when necessary, they
must be strong advocates for change. They
should offer praise when they can and pres-
sure when it’s called for. If you’re a parent,
visit your child’s school; get to know the
teachers and principals; support the school;
and demand excellence. And remember that
every child should come to school ready to
learn. Good manners and respect for teach-
ers are learned at home. Good study habits
are reinforced by mothers and fathers who
are willing to switch off the TV set and turn
off video games to make sure the homework
gets done. As parents, you’re entitled to ex-
pect a lot from schools and teachers, and
schools and teachers are entitled to expect
some things from you, as well.

This Nation has waited many years for
major reform in education. We’ve now
achieved it. And we’re wasting no time in
implementing it. Tonight Secretary Paige will
meet with State education leaders on plans
to put these reforms to work.

This is an hour of promise for America’s
public schools. My signature is now on the
law, but it was the work of many hands. To-
gether, we have overcome old arguments and
outdated policies. And now, together, let us
see these changes through until every school
succeeds and no child is left behind.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:28 p.m. at DAR
Constitution Hall. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Roy E. Barnes of Georgia; Gov. Sila M.
Calderon of Puerto Rico; Gov. Mark Schweiker
of Pennsylvania; and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida.
The President also referred to Title I of the Im-
proving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public
Law No. 103–382), which amended Title I of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(Public Law No. 89–10).

Statement on the Comprehensive
Everglades Restoration Plan
January 9, 2002

On June 4, 2001, I joined the Governor
of Florida in visiting the Everglades. The Ev-
erglades and the entire south Florida eco-
system are a unique national treasure. The
restoration of this ecosystem is a priority for
my administration, as well as for Governor
Bush. Today we are very pleased to solidify
our commitment and full partnership in this
unprecedented endeavor by signing a joint
agreement to ensure that adequate water
supplies will be available to benefit State and
federally owned natural resources.

The Water Resources Development Act of
2000 authorized the Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Plan. The plan has a pro-
jected cost of $7.8 billion over 30 years, the
largest ecosystem restoration project ever un-
dertaken. The plan establishes a unique 50/
50 cost-sharing partnership between the
State of Florida and the Federal Govern-
ment.

A critical component of the plan relates
to the supply and management of water for
multiple uses in south Florida—restoration,
municipal, agricultural, and flood control.
The Congress determined that the over-
arching objective of the plan is the restora-
tion, preservation, and protection of the
south Florida ecosystem, while providing for
other water-related needs of the region, in-
cluding water supply and flood protection.

Because the Federal Government’s pri-
mary interest is in restoration and protection
of the federally owned natural resources in
the State, the Congress called for the Presi-
dent and the Governor to agree formally that
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the State would reserve under State law for
each restoration project water sufficient to
meet the needs of the south Florida eco-
system, including Everglades National Park,
the Big Cypress National Preserve, and other
natural areas owned by the State and Federal
Government. The reservation of water under
State law will be included in the Project Im-
plementation Report for each project and
will be consistent with the plan.

My administration is deeply committed to
the Federal/State Everglades partnership,
and the Department of the Interior and the
Army Corps of Engineers will have important
roles in this effort. On January 16, 2001, Sec-
retary of the Interior Norton will convene
a meeting in Plantation, Florida, of the South
Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task Force
comprised of representatives of Federal,
State, regional, local, and tribal governments
to discuss issues involving Everglades res-
toration including the recently released draft
programmatic regulations by the Army Corps
of Engineers.

Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan Assurance of
Project Benefits Agreement
January 9, 2002

Whereas, the Everglades ecological sys-
tem is unique in the world and one of the
Nation’s great treasures;

Whereas, the Central and Southern Flor-
ida Project as originally authorized in 1948
has had unintended consequences on the Ev-
erglades and the South Florida Ecosystem;

Whereas, the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 authorized a Comprehen-
sive Review Study (Restudy) of the Central
and Southern Florida Project;

Whereas, as required by the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1996, the Re-
study was submitted to the Congress of the
United States on July 1, 1999;

Whereas, the Restudy, renamed the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration
Plan, was authorized by the Congress in the
Water Resources Development Act of 2000;

Whereas, the Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan (the ‘‘Plan’’) will restore,
preserve, and protect the more than 2.4 mil-

lion acres of the Everglades and the South
Florida Ecosystem;

Whereas, implementation of the Plan will
require a collaborative effort among Federal
and State partners, and the Seminole Tribe
of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indi-
ans of Florida, acting under Federal and
State law, to achieve the shared goal of res-
toration of the Everglades and the South
Florida Ecosystem;

Whereas, as the ecosystem is restored, all
interests seek a level of assurance that they
will receive the anticipated benefits from the
Plan;

Whereas, the Federal interest in restora-
tion flows largely from the substantial Fed-
eral resources in the ecosystem, including
Everglades National Park and other National
Parks, National Wildlife Refuges, and Na-
tional Marine Sanctuaries, which comprise a
significant portion of the natural system;

Whereas, in recognition of this interest,
the Congress established that the over-
arching objective of the Plan is the restora-
tion, preservation, and protection of the
South Florida Ecosystem, while providing for
other water-related needs of the region, in-
cluding water supply and flood protection;

Whereas, section 601(h)(2) of the Water
Resources Development Act of 2000 (the
‘‘Act’’), requires that the President of the
United States and the Governor of Florida
enter into a binding agreement that ensures
that water from the Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Plan will be made avail-
able for the restoration of the natural system;

Whereas, section 601(h)(3) of the Act fur-
ther requires that the Secretary of the Army,
with the concurrence of the Governor and
the Secretary of the Interior, and in consulta-
tion with the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida, the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the Secretary of Commerce,
and other Federal, State, and local agencies,
promulgate programmatic regulations to en-
sure that the goals and the purposes of the
Plan are achieved;

Whereas, section 601(h)(4)(A)(iii) of the
Act requires that a Project Implementation
Report (PIR) identify the amount of water
to be reserved or allocated for the natural
system under State law;
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